JAMES GREIG REID-HALL OF FAME PROFILE

James Greig Reid was born on May 1st 1890 in Peebles. Originally he played for a successful Peebles Rovers team in the early years of the 20th century. He was a gifted inside right and centre forward who along with four other talented local footballers also competed in 5-a-side comps around Scotland winning them on a regular basis. At one tournament at Marine gardens, Portobello, they beat professional outfits Hibs and Falkirk before narrowly loosing the final to Airdrie with Reid scoring 21 goals that afternoon!

In 1910, Lincoln City recognised his immense talent and brought Reid south of the Border, however the move didn’t work out and after less than 2 seasons he returned north to sign with Airdrie in Scotland’s top division. This is where Reid’s career really took off. In 1912/13 season he netted 80 goals and the following season 27 goals. In both seasons it put Reid at the top of the Scottish Football league goal scoring charts-a remarkable achievement. Unsurprisingly Reid’s performances were recognised by the national team and he received his first cap for his country on February 24th 1914, against Wales.


Unfortunately the First World War intervened and Reid spent the next 4 years in uniform, obtaining the work of sergeant and being stationed in France.


Following the was Reid returned to Airdrie and on February 26th 1920 played for Scotland again and once more it was against Wales. In fact, Reid set up the goal for Scotland, Passing to Tommy Cairns of rangers who scored, Interestingly Cairns had also at one time played for Peebles Rovers!


In August of the same year Airdrie recognised Reids services for the club and staged a benefit match for him against rangers.

The following 6 years saw Airdrie and Reid enjoy the most successful spell in the clubs history. Between 1922 and 1926 Airdrie finished in 2nd top position in the league 4 times in a row. The club also won the Scottish Cup for the first and only time in 1924. Reid played consistently in this period being part of the famous forward line with Willie Russel, Bob McPhail, Hughie Gallacher and Jimmy Sommerville. McPhail & Gallacher went onto become legends with Rangers and Newcastle.

In 1924 Reid won his final international cap in March 1st againt N.Ireland in a 2 nil win. Reids long association with Airdrie ended in 1927 and he retired a year later after a short spell with Clydebank. 8 Decades later, his feat of 373 games and 128 goals for Airdrie saw him inducted into the Airdrie hall of fame 2007.

	Andrew Cowan

	


Cowan's Mitsubishi Lancer 1600 GSR on display in Paris in 2007, as part of the launch of the Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X.

	World Rally Championship record

	Nationality
	British
Scottish

	Active years
	1973–1981

	Teams
	Mitsubishi

	Rallies
	18

	Championships
	0

	Rally wins
	0

	Podium finishes
	2

	Stage wins
	0

	Total points
	28

	First rally
	1973 RAC Rally

	Last rally
	1981 RAC Rally


ANDREW COWAN – HALL OF FAME PROFILE

Early years

Cowan was raised in Duns, a small town in the Scottish Borders, where he established a longstanding close friendship with future Formula One world champion Jim Clark, also a young farmer and the same age as himself. According to Cowan their lifestyles were a great help in their subsequent careers: "We each had to have a car. We were able to drive in fields, off road, and of course through all the twisty roads around here where there was practically no traffic in those days. That definitely refined our driving skills. We had advantages that other drivers didn't."[1]
Both men were active in the Berwick and District Motor Club during the 1950s, but while Clark gravitated to open-wheeled racing, Cowan ventured off-road, and took part in the 1960 RAC Rally, eventually finishing 43rd of over 200 starters in a Sunbeam Rapier. Impressed by his success, his father bought him a newer, more powerful Rapier as a replacement, and behind the wheel of his new vehicle, he won the 1962 Scottish Rally, an achievement he later declared to be his "Most Important Moment". He returned the following year to successfully defend his title,[2] and as a result the Rootes Group invited him to become their 'works' driver.[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Cowan" \l "cite_note-2#cite_note-2" [3]
[edit] Behind the wheel
Once established as a professional driver, Cowan scored many notable successes with both Rootes and subsequently Mitsubishi, for whom he signed in 1972. Aside from his two Scottish Rally titles, he won the first two London-Sydney Marathons in 1968 and 1977,[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Cowan" \l "cite_note-3#cite_note-3" [4] five consecutive Southern Cross Rallies (1972-76), the 1977 Rallye Bandama Côte d'Ivoire, and the world's longest rally, the 20,000-mile South American Marathon in 1978. He was also competitive in the Safari Rally where he recorded a top four finish four times in five years, and latterly the Paris-Dakar Rally where his best result was second overall in 1985.[5] He retired as a driver in 1990.[1]
For his achievements in 1977, he was awarded the British Guild of Motoring Writers' Driver of the Year Award, the Jim Clark Memorial Trophy for "outstanding achievement by a Scottish driver", and the British Racing Drivers' Club's John Cobb Trophy for a British driver of outstanding success.

[edit] Behind a desk
In 1983, Mitsubishi Motors asked him to establish a European base for their motorsport activities, and so he founded Andrew Cowan Motorsports (ACMS). Based in Rugby, Warwickshire, it would evolve into Mitsubishi Ralliart, and his cars took Tommi Makinen to four consecutive WRC Drivers' titles (1996 to 1999), as well as winning Mitsubishi their only manufacturers' crown in 1998.

In 2003, Mitsubishi Motors officially took over the business and renamed it Mitsubishi Motorsport, although Cowan remained as "Sporting Advisor" for the next two years until his retirement aged 69.[6]
In September 2008, Cowan took part in the Colin McRae Forest Stages Rally, a round of the Scottish Rally Championship. He was one of a number of former rally drivers to take part in the event in memory of McRae, who died in 2007.

DOUG YOUNG – HALL OF FAME PROFILE

D.O.B – 12/12/61

Born – Jedburgh

Waverley Mill, Rogers Road, Selkirk TD7 5DX

Whilst always having had an interest in Boxing from a young age and having studied the likes of Muhammad Ali, Carlos Monzon, Wifred Benitez and Carlos Palomino ( both whom he met and shook hands with in a car park outside the Boxing arena in  Los Angeles) along with Scotland’s own Ken Buchanan did that interest manifest into a desire to try out what many consider to be the hardest game, Boxing.

Doug first ventured into the then grimy, mouldy walled  gym down by the bridge at the west end of the High street in Hawick to be schooled in the noble art having been able to cadge a lift from Stuart Black who used to work out of the old Dunion quarry.

Doug was 15 and a complete novice as he was taken under the guidance of the renowned Jock Thorburn where he quickly learned the basics installed into him having had to endure many tortuous nights running, circuit training and sparring with boxers in the gym which at the time boasted around four District, Regional and Scottish Champions which was excellent for a small borders gym.

Whilst juggling that around working most weekends on a farm outside Jed along with school rugby matches thrown in, Fitness was never an issue for him as he continued to grow at an alarming rate having first went to the Gym at middleweight before getting his first fight at Light Heavyweight (12 stone 10 limit ) where he defeated a heavily muscled coloured guy from the Zetland club in Grangemouth Junior Akinlami who he fought regularly on the circuit over the next four to five years.

Having suffered defeats at this weight without realising the implications including a stoppage to the vastly experienced internationalist Stevie Williams who never lost to future World Champion Glen McGrory, Doug on the advise of former Double Scottish Champion Davie Fraser from Hawick then moved to heavyweight where he immediately found success.

Having boxed a couple of times for Scotland, Young became a regular in the Scottish team getting opportunity’s to box  guys from the home nations as well as further afield in Norway and Denmark.

He also claimed his first titles in the Eastern district championship in 1982 before being out pointed in the Scottish championship final by seasoned campaigner Henry Affleck.

By this time he had been noticed at U.K level and for the first time was ranked inside the top five heavyweights in the U.K and would remain in the top four for the remainder of his amateur career having topped the rankings for two years on a trot in 1984 and 1985.

In both these seasons he was crowned Scottish Champion whilst also winning the coveted A.B.A British title in 84 which also secured his place on the plane to the Los Angeles Olympics.

Because of his still relative international inexperience he was put out in the second round where he lost to Georgio Steffanopollos. This was a shattering experience for Doug and he contemplated retiring however a golden era for boxing was now taking place with the improbable quartet Sugar Ray Leonard, Thomas Hearns and two of his heroes Roberto Duran and Marvellous Marvin Hagler which installed a need to compete again once the disappointment and faded.

Doug took the opportunity to improve his skills with opportunity’s which appeared for him to spar with some seasoned professionals as well as up and coming stars including Gary Mason ( British and European champ), Mark Kaylor ( World Title contender) and  Magne Havna ( future World Cruiserweight champion).

With this came much needed new discipline and appreciation of the skills required to compete at the highest levels.

After having been unable to compete for the Scottish Title in 1986 because of a broken ankle sustained in a fall from a roof in the January he was given the chance because of his international experience to a fight off against the then new Champion Lee Maxwell, a powerful squat puncher from Sparta. Doug stopped his opponent in the second to secure his place as captain of the Boxing team for the Commonwealth games to be held in Edinburgh.

Young fought three times to reach the final where he faced the hard hitting New Zealander Jimmy Peau ( who later challenged for the W.B.O version of the Heavyweight World Title as a professional.) Doug lost by K.O with thirty seconds remaining of a fight he was well ahead in.

After turning Professional under Glasgow promoter Tommy Gilmour  Doug went on to fight seven times as a Pro losing his initial debut and one more time in his fifth fight to future world champion Johny Nelson from Sheffield on points.

Doug retired having suffered a life threatening road injury in 1987.

His Amateur record stands at 80  / 64 wins (39 by K.O)

20 International caps.

COLIN DEANS- HALL OF FAME PROFILE

 

Colin Deans – 39 Finedon Road, Irthlinborough, Northants, NN9 5TY.

Colin Deans typifies the Borders ability to punch well above their weight. He stood just 5ft 8in tall and weighed in at 12st 7lbs on his Scotland Test debut - a full five inches shorter and five stones lighter than his modern-day counterpart in the Scotland front row, Ross Ford.

Colin Thomas Deans was born on 3 May, 1955 in Hawick and made his debut for the famous ‘Green Machine’ at the age of 18. It was perfect timing as Hawick duly won the first official Scottish Championship in 1973-74 and the next four on the trot. Deans was a key part of that success, his pin-point accuracy in lineout throwing, strength in the tackle and dynamism in the loose attributes which made the Hawick pack one of the most feared in British rugby at the time.

He made his international debut against France in 1978, aged 22, and played in 11 consecutive Test matches before suffering injury in 1980. He returned to the side in 1981after a two-match gap, and played in 23 successive Tests, scoring his first Scotland try against New Zealand in Dunedin in a narrow 11-4 defeat and helping Scotland to a first Test victory in the southern hemisphere, on 4 July, 1982, against Australia at Ballymore.

Deans was a superb technical hooker, but was also blessed with such a turn of pace that he effectively acted as a fourth back-row forward in open-play. He possessed the fitness and speed necessary to play modern 15-man rugby, exemplified by a stunning performance in Scotland’s famous win over Wales in Cardiff earlier in 1982.
He was a vital cog in Jim Telfer’s successful campaign to steer Scotland to the Grand Slam in 1984, only the second in Scotland’s history and first since 1925. Deans did not tour Romania at the end of that championship, but returned at the end of that year and played in the next 18 Scotland internationals.

He was appointed Scotland captain in 1986, when a new wave of young talent was emerging in the shape of Gavin and Scott Hastings, David Sole and Finlay Calder.

The Hawick hooker had also been selected for the British and Irish Lions tour of 1983 but controversially did not feature in the four Test matches because the coach Telfer, backed by the players and media, was out-voted in the three-man selection by the tour captain Ciaran Fitzgerald, Deans’ rival hooker, and manager Willie John McBride.

Deans was rewarded with the Lions captaincy in 1986, however the UK government stepped in to veto the tour to South Africa in protest at apartheid and Deans led the team out instead against a World XV in Cardiff.

The Borderer retired from international rugby in 1987 after captaining Scotland through the first Rugby World Cup, held in New Zealand and Australia, and 13 straight Tests. He finished with 52 caps, a Scottish record at the time shared only with another Hawick legend, Jim Renwick.

Colin has retained a close interest in the game whilst operating a successful plastics firm in Kettering. He coached Northampton in the professional era and continues to offer advice and guidance to young Scottish hookers as a mentor in the Winning Scotland Foundation’s innovative programme.
Small in stature, but huge in heart, Deans remains an inspiration as the greatest attacking hooker Scotland has ever produced
