	Minute of Meeting of the Executive Committee of Ettrick and Lauderdale Sports Council, held on Monday 24th August 2009 at 7.30pm in Old Gala House, Scott Crescent, Galashiels.


PRESENT

Mrs B Scott – Chairman


Mr D Ormiston 

Mr I Cooper – Vice Chairman


Mr F Blackie

Mr J McBay – Secretary


Mrs K Renton

Mr A Wayness – Treasurer


Mr H Clifton

Councillor F Lackenby


Mr A Dickie

Mr R Kenney 




Mrs F Jackson

1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Chair welcomed Mr Fred Blackie the new Football representative to his first Executive Committee meeting.  Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Mrs V Chisholm, Mr A Logan, Councillor J Mitchell, Mr T Hardie and Mr L Newington.
2.
MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minute of the previous meeting held on Monday 15th June 2009 was submitted and approved. 
3. MATTERS ARISING
3.1
WEBSITE TRAINING FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The Secretary intimated that he was still trying to recruit a team of people to update the site on a regular basis; the team did not necessarily have to be members of the Executive Committee.  To date Volunteer Centre Borders had not managed to attract any interest for Roxburgh Sports Council who had submitted their volunteer request several months ago.
            3.2 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES
The Chair highlighted that the Sports Council currently did not have representation for Tennis.  Concern was expressed at Hockey’s lack of attendance at the meeting.
4.
TREASURERS REPORT
The Treasurer reported on the financial transactions of the Sports Council since the date of the last meeting. The amount available for disbursement totalled £16,759 and two capital grants had been paid out since the last meeting to Melrose Tennis Club and Selkirk Canoe Club.
5.
ANNUAL AWARDS UPDATE

The Chair intimated that arrangements were proceeding well for the Awards evening on the 23rd October at Borders Campus. The nomination forms had been sent out to all the clubs.  The Chair invited the following members to participate in the programme of events.

Sports Personality of the Year
Announcer – Mr Ian Cooper

Presenter – Mr John Rutherford

Junior Sports Personality
Announcer – Mr Fred Blackie

Presenter – Councillor Graham Garvie

SALSC Service to Sport Award
Announcer – Mr Rick Kenney

Presenter – Mr Oliver Barsby

Coach of the Year Award
Announcer – Mrs Karen Renton 

Presenter – Councillor John Mitchell

Junior Coach of the Year
Announcer – Mrs Vivien Chisholm

Presenter – Mr Andrew Wayness
Team of the Year
Announcer – Mrs Betty Scott

Presenter – Mr John Rutherford

The Secretary intimated that a formal letter would be sent out to all of the Presenters and Announcers when the Award Winners had been notified.  The Chairman intimated that the Introducers should send a copy of the Winners profile to her for the James McLean Trust Dinner; the Dinner is scheduled to be held on 21st November 2009 in Kelso.
6.1
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
6.1
PREETI GARDINER – SPORTIF JUDO
There was submitted an application from Preeti Gardiner who was seeking financial assistance with her attendance at a Gymnastic Coaching Course at a total cost of £525. After discussion it was agreed to award Preeti Gardiner a contribution of £525 towards costs involved.

6.2
LAUDERDALE FOOTBALL CLUB


There was submitted an application from Mr Neil Craig of Lauderdale Football Club who were seeking financial assistance with their attendance at a series of Coach Education Courses at a total cost of £575. After discussion it was agreed to award a contribution of £575 towards costs involved, it was noted that the grant would only be paid out on condition that the club entered into the SFA Quality Mark scheme.
6.3
COLIN TUCKER -  REIVERS HOCKEY CLUB

There was submitted an application from Colin Tucker who was seeking financial assistance with his attendance at Hockey Veterans International at a total cost of £2305. After discussion it was agreed to award a contribution of £200 towards costs involved.

6.4
GORDON NICHOL – INDIVIDUAL MEMBER


There was submitted an application from Mr Gordon Nichol who was seeking financial assistance with his attendance at 3 Rounds of the British Rally Championship at a total cost of £3000. After discussion it was agreed to award a contribution of £300 towards costs involved.

6.5
JESSICA BENNETT – INDIVIDUAL MEMBER
There was submitted an application from Jessica Bennett who was seeking financial assistance with her attendance at a Level 1 Tennis Coaching Course at a total cost of £110. After discussion it was agreed to award Jessica Bennett a contribution of £110 towards costs involved.
6.6
PETER HOLMES – INDIVIDUAL MEMBER
There was submitted an application from Peter Holmes who was seeking financial assistance with his attendance at a series of Hammer throwing events at total cost of £700. After discussion it was agreed to award a contribution of £300 towards costs involved.

6.7
LISA ROBERTSON – INDIVIDUAL MEMBER
There was submitted an application from Lisa Robertson who was seeking financial assistance with her attendance at a Level 1 Athletics Coaching Course at a total cost of £235. After discussion it was agreed to award a contribution of £235 towards costs involved.
6.8
SAM RITCHIE - INDIVIDUAL MEMBER
There was submitted an application from Sam Ritchie who was seeking financial assistance with his attendance at a Canoeing Coach Education Course at a total cost of £650. After discussion it was agreed to award a contribution of £500 towards costs involved.

6.9
GREGOR AMOS – INDIVIDUAL MEMBER
There was submitted an application from Gregor Amos who was seeking financial assistance with his attendance at a series of Football Academy sessions throughout the UK a total cost of £1051.20. After discussion it was agreed to award a contribution of £500 towards costs involved.  It was noted that the improvement in this Young Goalkeeper was remarkable and was linked with Aberdeen, Ipswich Town and Heart of Midlothian Football Clubs.
7.
GALASHIELS ACADEMY MARKET DAY

The Secretary intimated that the event had been cancelled; no explanation had been given as to why it had been cancelled.
8.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS
8.1
TWEEDBANK ALL WEATHER SURFACE
The Chair asked if there had been any update on the resurfacing of the pitch at Tweedbank Outdoor Sports Complex. Rick Kenney intimated that the Council Working Group investigating this matter had agreed to resurface the pitch with a sand dressed synthetic surface and not a 3G Pitch.

Rick Kenney mentioned that a meeting had been held to look at locating a 3G at Netherdale. The group was suggesting a  joint partnership between the local Rugby and Football clubs, the Scottish Football Association, Borders College and Scottish Borders Council.  Various club related issues were discussed including a 3G pitch on the site, along with other facility related suggestions. A further meeting of the parties would take place in the near future.
As part of the Sports Council’s discussion on facilities within the area, the following points were highlighted

· The Vice Chairman expressed at concern at the down turn of use at Tweedbank pitch and feared for the future of the facility as many of the users had gone to the new facilities at Hawick and Earlston.

· Fred Blackie, the Football representative expressed concern at the Councils lack of application to Cash Back for Communities for a Pitch.

· Concern was expressed at the lack of a current facilities strategy for the Borders, and the Council was now looking to devise such a strategy for the Borders.

· Councillor Lackenby intimated that the Council were now making allowances for the upkeep of facilities, this had not happened in the past and was one of the reasons the facilities were in such a state of disrepair 

· Councillor Lackenby intimated that the local plan for the new school plan were out for consultation and the Sports Council were asked to comment on the wider local plans for the Ettrick and Lauderdale Area.  

In conclusion it was noted that the proposed facility strategy would address the numerous issues relating to Consultation, Type of Facility and location of the facilities in the area.

8.2
SPORTS FACILITY MONITORING
The Chairman asked if Scottish Borders Council had any type of monitoring scheme in place for the various Leisure Facilities in the Scottish Borders. Concern was raised about the general cleanliness of Galashiels Swimming Pool and the general management of the new Tennis Courts.  Rick Kenney intimated that the Council had in place  formal monitoring meetings with the various Trusts but this did not include site specific inspections.  

8.3
2009 TOUR OF BRITAIN
The Secretary circulated a copy of the proposed Tour of Britain Route that is scheduled to start in Peebles on the 14th September. The event will pass through Galashiels, Melrose   and St Boswells.  The local schools are to be in attendance on the day
           There being no further competent business the meeting was closed at 9.25pm
